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cart, could not have been more than 1000 feet in length
round the three sides at the base. Placing the middle row 50
feet beyond the inner one, its length would have been 1200 feet,
and that of the outer row, at the same distance, would have
been 1400 feet, or little more than a quarter of a mile. Now
this accords so well with the size of the Mundapapura hilt, that
I feel considerable confidence in the accuracy of my indenti-
fication. As these carts were afterwards used by Ptolemy to
form a single line of barrier outside the lake, we obtain a limit
to its size, as 300 carts would not have extended more than
5000 feet, or about 17 feet per cart, if placed end to end ; but
as there may have been numerous trees on the bank of the lake,
the length of the barrier may be extended to about 6000 feet.
Now it is remarkable that this is the exact length of this outer
line according to my survey, which shows the utmost extent
of the lake in the rainy season. I could find no trace of the
rampart and ditch with which Alexander surrounded the town,
but I was not disappointed, as the rains of two thousand years
must have obliterated them long ago.
The Kathseans made an unsuccessful attempt to escape
across the lake during the night, but they were checked by
the barrier of carts, and driven back into the city. The walls
were then breached by undermining, and the place was taken
by assault in which the Kathaeans, according to Arrian, lost
17,000 slain, and 70,000 prisoners. Curtius, however, gives
the loss of the Kathseans at 8000 killed. lam satisfied that
Arrian's numbers are erroneous, either through error or
exaggeration, as the city was a small one, and could not, at
the ordinary rate of 400 or 500 square feet to each person,
have contained more than 12,000 people. If we double or
triple this for the influx of fugitives, the whole number would
be about 30,000 persons. I should like, therefore, to read
Arrian's numbers as 7006 slain and 17,000 prisoners. This
would bring his number of slain into accord with Curtius, and
his total number into accord with probability.